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Springfield Township, Bucks County
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪             610-346-6700           ▪          www.springfieldbucks.org  

Board of Supervisors

MINUTES

January 24, 2012

Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner, John Oehler, Dave Long and Rob Zisko Not Present: Volker Oakey
Also present: Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor; Officer-In-Charge Mike McDonald; Bob Wynn, Township Engineer; Rich
Schilling, Township Manager and Jason Wager, Secretary/Treasurer

Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Board held an Executive Session prior to the meeting to discuss litigation issues.

Approval of Minutes

Dave Long moved to adopt the December 13, 2011, minutes as presented. Rob Zisko seconded; John Oehler abstained; the
motion passed.

Rob Zisko moved to adopt the January 3, 2012, minutes as presented. Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Bills for Approval

Rob Zisko moved to approve the following bills paid from December 9, 2011 – January 20, 2012:
1. General Fund $ 36,545.73 4. Subdivision & Escrow $ 16,882.03
2. Liquid Fuels $ 26,891.87 5. Special Fees $ 18,124.37
3. Open Space $747,916.92

Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Reports

Road Department (posted) – The December thru mid-January report was reviewed. There continued to be cleanup from the
October 29 storm. A contractor came in to take down two trees and several high hanging branches. Rich Pursell indicated that
the worse areas have been taken care of and that they are ready to go for the winter season.

Police Report – Officer-in-Charge McDonald reported for December that there were 124 calls for service and 6 crashes handled
by the Springfield Township Police. There was $0.00 of property loss in December. There was an arrest made for the one
burglary in the township and restitution was given to the victim. State Police reported 13 calls for service and 8 crashes within the
township for December.

The department was audited for NCIC (National Crime Information Center) entries dating back to 1978. They were required to
pull all reports with any stolen weapons, registration plates and motor vehicles along with any missing person files. Officer
Jacoby, along with some help from Officer-in-Charge McDonald, performed most of the work for the audit and was given high
regards by the auditors.

The retired 2000 Ford Crown Victoria police car was utilized by the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company to give them training on
emergency extraction techniques on a roll cage equipped police car. Officer-in-Charge McDonald also informed the board that
the “Med-Return” box had been delivered and was located in the meeting room of the township building.
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Township Manager – Rich Schilling met with GIS coordinator on identifying and mapping of parcels that are preserved, deed
restricted, etc. The GIS coordinator met with the Open Space committee in January to go over the findings. A GIS workstation
has been created in the office area of the Secretary/Treasurer.

Rich stated that he had tabulated The Parks & Recreation Survey results. A total of 547 responses were received giving the
survey a 26% return rate (average surveys usually yield between a 2% to 5% return rate). He met with Recreation Planner Ann
Toole on the results and will be meeting with Supervisor Lindtner on the results and process going forward.

A total of 26 permits were issued for December equaling $5,807 in revenue. 274 permits were issued in 2011 totaling
$58,112.80.

Public Comments on Agenda Items - None

Presentation

Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor, gave some background detail on the Adams Outdoor billboard court case, which is still in
litigation at this time. A zoning application was denied by the former zoning officer and zoning board in 2006 to replace the
current static Adams billboard with an LED billboard and Adams has been contesting legally that they should be allowed to
replace the billboard.

Lois Arciscewski, a representative from Adams Outdoor, and Attorney Victor Cavacini gave a presentation on the proposed LED
billboard located at the corner of Route 309 and Clay Avenue. Even after five years, Adams Outdoor still believes this location to
be a viable spot for an LED billboard. She stated that only 1% of their billboards nationwide are digital and this would not be any
different for the Lehigh Valley. Ms. Arciscewski also let the board know that the township would have an opportunity to use open
advertising time slots for township notices.

Governmental Matters

Rich Schilling gave a brief review of the Bucks County Hazard Mitigation Plan. Springfield Township is found three times in the
Bucks County Plan. To receive FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) funding, each county and all municipalities
within those counties must adopt a Hazard Mitigation Plan. Barbara Lindtner moved to adopt Resolution 2012-03 accepting the
Bucks County 2011 Hazard Mitigation Plan. Rob Zisko seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Planning Matters

The Planning Commission recommended denying the Grey Lot Line Subdivision to the board at their 1/4/2012 meeting. Bob
Wynn, Township Engineer, also recommended denying the subdivision due to the non-compliance of the zoning and subdivision
ordinance requirements at the 9/22/2011 engineering review of the property. Barbara Lindtner moved to deny the subdivision.
Rich Schilling will contact the applicant to inform them that they have until 1/31/2012 to put in for an extension. John Oehler
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

1. Town Watch Update – Jim Nilsen gave a briefing on how the Town Watch was doing. Town Watch consists of 37 members
at this time and they are patrolling three to four times weekly. The Town Watch is working with the Springfield Police Department.
The organization’s main goals are having 50 total members and patrolling up to 100 hours monthly. At this time, they are
performing around 50 hours of patrolling. They also are hoping to bring the community closer together through education about
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the program. Town Watch is acting as a non-profit freestanding group separate from the township. They appreciated the board’s
offer of funds to help them stay afloat and they are currently looking at some fundraising ideas.

2. PPL Litigation - Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor, discussed in brief detail the history of the litigation. A decision was made
by the Commonwealth court on January 13, 2012 affirming the PUC’s (PA Public Utility Commission) decision allowing PPL to put
in the high voltage line. There were two dissenting Commonwealth judges out of seven in that decision. At this time, the
township has the right to appeal this decision to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. The township must file a petition for allowance
of appeal or petition for allocatur. This matter had been discussed in executive session. Barbara Lindtner moved to allow the
township solicitor to proceed in filing the petition for allowance of appeal on the decision. John Oehler seconded. The motion
passed unanimously. Barbara pointed out to the press that since this was a litigation matter, that all questions should be directed
to the township solicitor.

3. SALDO revisions – Bob Wynn, Township Engineer, stated that the Planning Commission recommended final approval and
adoption of the proposed amendments to the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance. They are requesting the board to
authorize the advertisement of a public hearing considering the adoption. Dave Long moved to authorize the advertisement for
the public hearing to discuss the SALDO revisions. John Oehler seconded. Voting Yes: Barbara Lindtner, Dave Long and John
Oehler. Voting No: Rob Zisko. The motion passed.

New Business

1. Reappointment to UCC Appeals Board – Barbara Lindtner moved to reappoint Will Helm to the UCC Appeals Board for a
three-year term. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

2. Appointment of Solicitor to represent UCC Appeals Board – John Oehler moved to appoint Grim, Biehn and Thatcher to
represent the UCC Appeals Board. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

3. Request from Resident for reimbursement of Stormwater fee – Township resident Jim Nilsen discussed his desire for
reimbursement of his capital contribution to the Stormwater Management Fund. Mr. Nilsen went over the different improvements
he has made to improve stream quality and prevent soil erosion on his property. He has been working closely with Austin Drager,
a Natural Resource Specialist who works for the USDA-NRCS, to create a comprehensive plan for which they are implementing
currently. Mr. Nilsen feels he has made improvements that go above and beyond the stormwater management plan for the new
structure in question, which was considered an AG building. This building was built for the manure management on the farm. He
stated he is working with five other properties to create plans to improve the environment around them. John Oehler moved to
refund the $2600.00 capital contribution to Mr. Nilsen based on C. Robert Wynn Associates, Inc. September 29, 2011 letter
section 1A, his Manure Management Plan and a NRCS plan. He will provide his Manure Management and NRCS plans for
review by Rich Schilling before he receives the refund. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously. Dave Long
commented that these requests will be reviewed on as a case-by-case basis and this is not the normal routine for stormwater
management.

4. Authorization to enroll in the PLGIT Procurement Card Program – Rich Schilling and Jason Wager discussed the need for
a replacement for the township credit card that was cancelled after the previous Secretary/Treasurer retired. This card would be
in the township’s EIN and not under a personal social security number. This would be set up as a debit card that would be paid
only once a month. This would give us flexibility and the opportunity to pay some vendors in a timely manner. The total paid out
by the card each month would be listed in the monthly treasurer reports reviewed by the board. Rob Zisko moved to adopt
Resolution 2012-004 establishing a PLGIT Procurement Account. Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence

The received correspondence was not discussed.
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Public Comments

Bill Ryker inquired about the board approved letter to Upper Saucon Township in reference to the Ebert and Nemeth Road
stormwater issues. Rich Schilling stated that the draft letter would be finalized and vetted the next day by the township solicitor.
Mr. Ryker is hoping that this will prompt some action by Upper Saucon Township.

Jim Nilsen pointed out to the board that a major contributor to the Upper Bucks EMS withdrew their funding for 2012. They are in
the process of reapplying in hopes of regaining the funds. This may cause changes to how locations are manned.

Supervisors Comments

Dave Long inquired about the process of putting a referendum on the ballot. Rich Schilling stated he would email the legal
opinion by the township solicitor.

Adjournment

At 10:10 p.m., Rob Zisko moved to adjourn the meeting. John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Jason A. Wager
Township Secretary/Treasurer

Next meeting: February 7, 2012
Approved: February 28, 2012


